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Introduction
Credit by Exam or Exam for Acceleration is an intervention that moves students through an

educational program at rates faster, or at younger ages, than typical. It means matching the level,

complexity, and pace of the curriculum to the readiness and motivation of the student. All forms of

acceleration require high academic ability. The student’s motivation, social-emotional maturity,

interests, and other factors must be considered when making decisions about acceleration. The

student whose level of achievement and ability significantly surpasses same age group peers, as well

as the student with high ability, but who is not performing well in class are examples of who might be

considered for subject-matter or whole-grade acceleration.

It is the mission of DSISD to partner with students, parents, and the community to provide a

personalized and exceptional education for every student. Through whole grade and single academic

subject acceleration, we are able to provide students a way to progress through curriculum at a pace

that meets their needs.
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Acceleration Options

Acceleration Options in DSISD

Differentiated Instruction

Consistently using a variety of instructional approaches to modify

content, process, and/or products in response to learning

readiness, interest, and/or learner profile.

Individually Paced Instruction
The student is presented with materials that allow him or her to

proceed at a self-selected pace.

Curriculum Compacting

A procedure used to streamline the regular curriculum for students

who are capable of mastering it at a faster pace. Pre-testing

identifies learning objectives already mastered, and allows students

to move on to more complex and new material. Curriculum

compacting is available for grades 6-8 in math.

Single Subject Acceleration

The student is placed for a part of a day with students at more

advanced grade levels for one or more subjects without being

assigned to a higher grade, or the student works for part of a day

on material above grade level for one or more subjects within his or

her regular classroom.

Whole-Grade Acceleration
A Grade 1 through Grade 5 student is promoted a full grade level,

or more, beyond the normal grade level of their same age peers.

Pre-Advanced Placement

Available for middle and high school students who qualify by

meeting expectations of an assessment matrix based on academic

performance.

Advanced Placement

The student takes a course in high school that prepares him or her

for taking an Advanced Placement Examination that can confer

college credit for satisfactory performance.

Dual-Enrollment
The student is enrolled in a college course or summer programs

that confer advanced instruction for high school and college credit.

Early Graduation
Graduate from high school in less than four (4) years based upon

current District Policy and Graduation Requirements.
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Accelerated Learning Coordinator
Contact Information

2022-2023

Dr. Rhonda Whitman

Director of Assessment, Accountability, & Federal Programs

DSISD Accelerated Learning Coordinator

512-858-3053

rhonda.whitman@dsisdtx.us
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Credit by Exam Without Prior Instruction
Parent FAQs

What is Credit by Exam?

Credit by Exam or Exam for Acceleration is an opportunity for a student to earn grade level or course credit in

which no prior formal instruction was completed. It is designed for a very small percentage of students who

have an academic and emotional need to advance to the next grade level. Acceleration allows students who

are ready to learn above grade-level content to experience appropriately challenging instruction at least one

grade level above current grade placement. Credit by Exam is not designed for grade level advancement after

a student has been retained in a previous grade level. Typically less than 5% of students who attempt to skip

an entire grade level are successful.

What are the eligibility requirements for a student to receive Credit by Exam?

Students must meet all eligibility requirements to register for CBE assessment:

1. Student is enrolled in a Dripping Springs ISD school.

2. Kindergarten and First grade students must meet the state law age requirement.

a. 5 years old by September 1 to accelerate to Kindergarten

b. 6 years old by September 1 to accelerate to First Grade

3. Grade 6 - Grade 12 Students must register for, take, and score at least 80% on the Credit by Exam

before the first day of instruction to qualify for acceleration.

What are the characteristics of a student who may need to be considered for

acceleration?

1. Demonstrates exceptionally high achievement in subject area.

2. Demonstrates mastery of subject level materials assessment at least one year ahead of current grade

placement.

a. Mastery is 80% or above on the assessment at least one grade level above current grade

placement for the accelerated course or grade level.

3. Demonstrates a desire to subject accelerate without parental pressure.

4. Social emotional maturity

5. Academic motivation

6. Persistence/Grit

7. An intense interest in the specific academic area

8. Strong independent study skills
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What are the dates for Credit by Exam for this school year?

Dripping Springs ISD offers Credit by Exam and Exam for Acceleration four times a year in alignment with TAC

§74.24. The following are the registration deadlines, elementary testing windows, and secondary testing dates

for the 2022-2023 school year:

* Grades K-5 weekday testing dates will be scheduled by campus within the posted testing window.

What is the process for Credit by Exam or Exam for Acceleration?

Grade 1 - Grade 5: Whole Grade and Single Academic Subject Acceleration

1. Parent or guardian fills out and submits the electronic Parent Referral for Single Academic

Subject or Whole Grade Acceleration.

a. Form must be completed, electronically signed, and submitted to the Accelerated

Learning Coordinator by the posted registration deadline.

b. Exams administered will be ordered from the University of Texas.

i. Processing times:

1. Order processing and shipment may take up to 10 business days

2. Grading and grade reporting may take up to 20 business days

c. Additional student data will be gathered for acceleration consideration. This data may

include, but is not limited to:

i. Parent and teacher evaluations

ii. MAP Universal Screener RIT Scores

iii. Student and Teacher Social Emotional Learning Evaluation

iv. Academic Records
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Grade 6 - Grade 12: Single Academic Subject Credit by Exam

1. Parent or guardian fills out and submits the electronic Parent Referral for Single Academic

Subject or Whole Grade Acceleration.

a. Form must be completed, signed, and returned to the Accelerated Learning

Coordinator by the posted registration deadline.

b. Exams administered will be ordered from the University of Texas.

i. Processing times:

1. Order processing and shipment may take up to 10 business days

2. Grading and grade reporting may take up to 20 business days

c. Additional student data will be gathered for acceleration consideration. This data may

include, but is not limited to:

i. Parent and teacher evaluations

ii. MAP Universal Screener RIT Scores

iii. Student and Teacher Social Emotional Learning Evaluation

iv. Academic Records

What happens if my student doesn’t meet the 80% score on the acceleration exam?

If a student fails to score 80% or above on a credit by exam, the parent or guardian may request the

results of an alternate test be considered for credit by exam or acceleration placement according to

the following guidelines:

Grade 1 - Grade 5:

1. Parent fills out and submits a Parent Request for Alternative Assessment Consideration for

single subject or whole grade acceleration.

a. The parent or guardian is responsible for purchasing the test, arranging for test

administration, and providing the results to the school district prior to the first day of

the 2022-2023 school year.

b. Parent Request for Alternative Assessment Consideration form may be requested by

emailing the Accelerated Learning Coordinator at rhonda.whitman@dsisdtx.us.

c. Assessments ordered from the University of Texas or Texas Tech University will be

considered for all alternative reassessments.

2. If student scores 80% or above on the alternative assessment before the first day of

instruction, they will be considered for acceleration.

3. If student fails to score above 80% on the alternative assessment

a. The student will not accelerate.

4. Students may attempt to accelerate no more than two times per academic year.
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Grade 6 - Grade 12:

1. Parent fills out and submits a Parent Request for Alternative Assessment Consideration for

Grade 6-Grade 12 single subject acceleration.

a. Parent Request for Alternative Assessment Consideration for Grade 6-Grade 12

single subject acceleration may be requested by emailing the Accelerated Learning

Coordinator at rhonda.whitman@dsisdtx.us.

b. The parent or guardian is responsible for purchasing the test, arranging for test

administration, and providing the results to the school district prior to the first day of

the 2022-2023 school year.

c. Assessments ordered from the University of Texas or Texas Tech University will be

considered for all alternative reassessments.

2. If student scores 80% or above on the alternative assessment before the first day of

instruction, they will be considered for acceleration.

3. If student fails to score above 80% on the alternative assessment before the first day of

instruction, the student will not accelerate.

4. Student may attempt to earn credit for a specific academic course no more than two times
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What is the Process for Grade 1 - Grade 5 Transfer Students?

In State Transfers:

Students WITH Academic Records Including Acceleration from an Accredited Institution:

1. Students in Grade 1-Grade 5 who transfer to DSISD who have record of grade or subject level

acceleration from an accredited institution will be place in the corresponding grade level

classes as reflected on their academic transcripts

Students WITHOUT Academic Records Including Acceleration from an Accredited Institution:

1. Students in Grade 1-Grade 4 who transfer from in state to DSISD within the first 6 weeks will

have the opportunity to be assessed for academic subject acceleration

a. Applications, testing, and placement recommendations must be made within the first

6 weeks of the academic school year

b. Transfer applications will open August 1, 2022

2. Students in Grade 1-Grade 4 who transfer from in state to DSISD after the first 6 weeks of

the academic school year may be assessed and recommended for acceleration for the

following academic school year

a. If a student shows high levels of academic ability and achievement, interventions will

be made within current classroom placement to meet the advanced learning needs of

the student until formal assessment and placement can be made for the following

academic year

3. Students in Grade 5 who transfer from in State to DSISD within the first 6 weeks of the

academic school year will have the opportunity to be assessed for academic subject

acceleration

a. Applications, testing, and placement recommendations must be made within the first

6 weeks of the academic school year

b. Transfer applications will open August 1, 2022

4. Students in Grade 5 who transfer from in State to DSISD after the first 6 weeks of the

academic school year may be assessed and recommended for acceleration for the following

academic school year

a. If a student shows high levels of academic ability and achievement, interventions will

be made within current classroom placement to meet the advanced learning needs of

the student until formal assessment and placement can be made for the following

academic year

Out of State Transfers:

Students WITH Academic Records Including Acceleration from an Accredited Institution:

1. Students in Grade 1-Grade 5 who transfer to DSISD from out of state who have record of

acceleration from an accredited institution will be formally assessed to determine appropriate

placement in grade level classes
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a. Assessment for out of state transfers is necessary due to varying curriculum

requirements from state to state

b. Assessment, evaluation, and acceleration recommendation will be made within 3

weeks of student transferring to DSISD

Students WITHOUT Academic Records Including Acceleration from an Accredited Institution:

1. Students in Grade 1-Grade 4 who transfer from out of State to DSISD within the first 6 weeks

will have the opportunity to be assessed for academic subject acceleration

a. Applications, testing, and placement recommendations must be made within the first

6 weeks of the academic school year

b. Transfer applications will open August 1, 2022

2. Students in Grade 1-Grade 4 who transfer from out of state to DSISD after the first 6 weeks

of the academic school year may be assessed and recommended for acceleration for the

following academic school year

a. If a student shows high levels of academic ability and achievement, interventions will

be made within current classroom placement to meet the advanced learning needs of

the student until formal assessment and placement can be made for the following

academic year

3. Students in Grade 5 who transfer from out of State to DSISD within the first 6 weeks will have

the opportunity to be assessed for academic subject acceleration

a. Applications, testing, and placement recommendations must be made within the first

6 weeks of the academic school year

b. Transfer applications will open August 1, 2022

4. Students in Grade 5 who transfer from in State to DSISD after the first 6 weeks of the

academic school year may be assessed and recommended for acceleration for the following

academic school year

a. If a student shows high levels of academic ability and achievement, interventions will

be made within current classroom placement to meet the advanced learning needs of

the student until formal assessment and placement can be made for the following

academic year
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Appendix A
Elementary Acceleration Forms
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Referral for Single Academic Subject or Whole Grade Acceleration

Single Subject Acceleration: Grade 1 - Grade 5

Click HERE to Access

DSISD Learning & Innovation Department       | Page 12 | ↑    return to top

https://forms.gle/wg4wENLyoXFVtfJ3A


Appendix B
Secondary Acceleration Forms
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Accelerated Learning: Parent Request for Assessment

Credit by Exam/Single Subject Acceleration: Grade 6 - Grade 12

Click HERE to Access

DSISD Learning & Innovation Department       | Page 14 | ↑    return to top

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekmPqJRh6n3MSw8C8hfggKp2YAZd5p0QzaCnLQoL9vot7ZDA/viewform?usp=sf_link


Appendix C
Legal Policy
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Appendix D
Local Policy
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